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Unit Plan: 
Section A:  Introductory Materials 
Name: Nola Miller 
Title of Unit: Our Creator’s Gifts: Owning our Stories 
Content Area: English Language Arts 
Grade Levels: Elementary (Grade 2nd-3rd) 
 

Rationale: Storytelling in all cultures has been a way of life from the beginning of time. As Pueblo children we 
remember sitting in the warmth of our grandparents’ home listening to them speak. They spoke of the 
connection to all things around us. Our ancestors have passed down their love, knowledge, and wisdom through 
their words. This was to ensure that our culture, language, and traditions would continue. As, RM Lujan, a 
language teacher of Taos Pueblo, has said about our children, “It is through our children that our ancestors come 
to us. They hold a special knowledge; this is why we listen when they share with us.” In this unit, our children will 
be given opportunities to share their voice, their knowledge, and their wisdom about the world around them 
through their words. In the lessons presented the core values of respect, love, and service will be highlighted. It 
will be through these teachings that we will acknowledge our children and validate their unique experiences just 
as our ancestors have for generations.  

Unit Goals 

1. Students will identify and categorize nouns that are everyday familiar objects that surround their Pueblo 
communities and families.   

2. Students will compose a poem based on knowledge of their unique pueblo identity, highlighting their 
home, culture, and family.  

3. Students will recall a time in which they helped their family and/or their community, through a personal 
narrative.  

 

Standards  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L2.1 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L3.1 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3B 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.8 
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CCCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.8 
 
New Mexico Social Studies 

K-4 BENCHMARK II-E.2 
K-4 BENCHMARK III-D.2.1 
K-4 BENCHMARK III-D.3.1 
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Section B: Lesson Plan One 

Title: Our Community:  People, Places, Animals, and Things 
Duration: Two-30 Minute Sessions 
Grade Level: 2nd-3rd 
 
Learning Objectives:  
1. Students will be able to identify common nouns and categorize them.  
2. Students will demonstrate the correct usage of nouns in writing and the correct conventions of writing.   
 
Prerequisite Skills 
1. Identify various objects used on a daily basis. 
2. A general idea of what nouns are. 
3. Be able to construct a simple sentence and paragraph.  
 
Materials and Resources 
1.   Magazines: If you can, get local free magazines or tourist leaflets, brochures, etc...   
2.   Scissors 
3.   Large piece of bulletin board paper 
4.   Glue and tape  
5.   Writing paper  
6.   Crayons and markers  
7.   Handout #1 Noun Graphic Organizer for student use  
8.   Attachment #1 Images- Additional resources Website:  https://www.shutterstock.com/ 
9.   Attachment #2 Pueblo Noun Town 
10. Attachment #3 Assessment Rubric 
11. Attachment #4 Noun Town Examples 
12. Website: Nouns for Kids YouTube- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tquecIG-Pws  
13. Website: The Sentence Song YouTube- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Wrv_ZviMEc 
 

Guiding Questions 

1. What are nouns? 
2. What are some nouns that we see in our homes (community) land, and in our traditions?  
 

Core Values: Love and Respect  

Procedure:  

1. Beginning activity 

a. Introduce the lesson by explaining to students that they will be exploring what nouns are and that nouns 
are part of the English language.  

b. Display the anchor chart Handout# 1. Create a larger version on board or large piece of bulletin board 
paper. 

https://www.shutterstock.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tquecIG-Pws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Wrv_ZviMEc
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c. Review what defines a noun: Person, place, thing, and animals. If needed use the website resource: 
Nouns for kids – YouTube  

d. Make available photographs of everyday objects. (See Attachment # 1).  Ask students to identify items. 
As they Identify items place in the correct category on anchor chart. Allow time for discussion and 
responses.  

e. Review responses and categories. Emphasize that sometimes nouns can refer to groups, such as dancers, 
families, community, etc.  

f. Ask students to find their own nouns and cut them out of magazines and other resources available. Store 
in a secure place for the next activity. 

2. Our Community  

a. Explain to students that although we all come from different families, we are from one community. We 
rely on each other, and we hold great respect and love for our land, homes, and traditions. Allow time for 
discussion and responses about the communities that they live in.  

b. Ask students, “What are some things in their lives that they love and respect?”  Allow time for discussion 
and point out how although we are individuals we respect and love the same things. Some things or 
people may be, our homes, family members, animals, foods, and special places.   

c. Provide a large piece of bulletin board paper that is large enough to be placed on the floor for several 
students to work on.  

d. Explain that they will be making a “Noun Town.” (See Attachment #2). They will be drawing their pueblo, 
homes, rivers, ditches etc.  Emphasize that they want to include important landmarks and that they need 
to draw items large enough to see details.  Allow groups of students to start working. If students do not 
have a common community, have them create one. Provide markers, crayons, and additional art media 
to complete.  

e. When completed allow individual students to place cut out nouns on the Noun Town that was 
completed. If there are not enough items encourage students to also draw in objects. They can also add a 
sketch to an existing cutout.   

 

3. Sharing  

a. After students place their cutouts on the Noun Town, have them start composing a short paragraph 
about their community. Remind students that when we are writing about our communities, we show 
respect for all the things that we see. Therefore, we should write about them from our hearts. Emphasize 
that common nouns are not capitalized and depending on the noun, spellings will change to reflect 
possessives, plural, and irregular noun forms. This will not be assessed.  

b. Have them share their writing by displaying them next to the completed Noun Town drawing or by 
reading them out loud.  

 

Assessment: See Attachment #3. For the assessment, students highlight nouns in their writing to determine level 
of understanding. 
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Alternative Assessments: 
1. Collage: Create a collage of different images that depict nouns. 
2. Create their own Noun Town. 
3. Categorize a list of nouns or cut out images that depict nouns.  
4. Find and highlight nouns from other texts. 

  
 
Modifications 

1. More time on task if needed. 
2. Pre-teach nouns as a separate activity.  
3. Include drawing on all anchor charts to help non-readers identify categories 
4. Non writers: Use adaptive technology (talk to text) 
 

Notes to teacher:  

For this lesson and grade levels, common nouns are specified in CCSS.ELA- Literacy Conventions of Standard 
English for grades 2/3.  

Please be aware that certain objects, animals, or traditional ceremonies, may be sensitive for some children to 
speak about. This depends on each Pueblo’s traditional teachings. You can make the statement that assures 
students that if there is anything presented that is uncomfortable, to please let you know. Students should be 
excused from writing or speaking about sensitive areas.  

I have also included, “animals,” in the definition of a common noun. Animals are typically categorized as, 
“things.” In some Pueblo cultures certain animals are sacred and given more respect and should not be referred 
to as a thing. They hold a special reverence and need to be acknowledged as such.  

The term “Noun Town” is a general term used for an activity to teach the concepts of nouns. I have labeled it 
“Pueblo Noun Town” to reflect Pueblo children’s homes.  
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Handout #1: Noun Graphic Organizer  

This will have to be created on a piece of bulletin board paper or board.  

Nouns  
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Attachment #1: Images  

People  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

  

Attachment #1: Images     
Things  
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Attachment #1: Images  

Places  
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Attachment #1: Images 

Animals  
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Attachment #2: Pueblo Noun Town   
Note: This was generated by a teacher. In the lesson, it should be student generated. Cut out images are 
placed on the drawing.  
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Attachment #3: Assessment Rubric 

Our Community: People, Places, Animals and Things 
Student Name_________________ 

 
Performance Tasks  4 3 2 1 Total 

Grammar 
& Spelling 

Student 
makes no 
errors in 
grammar or 
spelling.  

Student 
makes 1-2 
errors in 
grammar or 
spelling. 

Student 
makes 3-4 
errors in 
grammar or 
spelling. 

Student 
makes more 
than 4 errors 
in grammar 
or spelling. 

 

Capitalization and 
Punctuation 
  

Student 
makes no 
errors in 
capitalization 
and 
punctuation, 
so the 
paragraph is 
easy to 
understand.  

Student 
makes 1 or 2 
errors in 
capitalization 
and 
punctuation, 
so the 
paragraph is 
still easy to 
understand.  

Student 
makes several 
errors in 
capitalization 
and 
punctuation 
which makes 
the paragraph 
difficult to 
understand.  

Student 
makes many 
errors in 
capitalization 
and 
punctuation, 
which makes 
the paragraph 
unable to 
understand.  

 

Identifying Nouns  Student was 
able to 
identify 
nouns at least 
90% of the 
time.  

Student was 
able to 
identify 
nouns at least 
80%   
of the time. 

Student was 
able to 
identify 
nouns at least 
70% of the 
time. 

Student was 
able to 
identify 
nouns at least 
60% of the 
time. 

 

Score/Total      
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Attachment #4:  Noun Town Examples  

 

https://www.shutterstock.com/ 

 

http://prayersandpurpleelephants.blogspot.com/2014/10/noun-town.html 
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Lesson Plan Two 
Title: I Am From… 
Duration: 45 minutes 
Grade Level: 2nd-3rd 
 

Learning Objectives: 
1. Students will illustrate their knowledge about their home, family, and culture in the composition of a poem. 

2. Students will use descriptive language to convey a message. 

3. Students will present their writing by reading aloud. 

 
Prerequisite Skills and Knowledge 
1. Completion of the Noun Town activity in Lesson One. 

2. Completion of written description about their community in Lesson One.  

3. Ability to read aloud.  

 
Materials and Resources 
1. Handout #1: Template, “I Am From,” poem, George Ella Lyon.  I have adapted format to accommodate grade 

levels and emphasize home, family, and culture.   
2. Attachment #1: Assessment Rubric  
3. Website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvskNEjIUOs" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvskNEjIUOs Taos Pueblo 
4. Website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6tScqcTcEg" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6tScqcTcEg Acoma Pueblo 
5. Website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yaIoAFPvL8" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yaIoAFPvL8 Student reading her poem  
6. Website: http://www.georgeellalyon.com/teachers.html" http://www.georgeellalyon.com/teachers.html 
7. Drawing paper 
8. Colored pencils  
 

Guiding Questions 

1. In what ways are my culture and family important to me?  
2. What makes my community special?  

 
Core Values: Respect and Love  
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Procedure: 

1. Beginning Activity 
a. Ask students to think about what makes them unique (Who they are?) or what do they want others to know 

about who you are? You may want to share what makes you unique, to help students generate ideas.  
b. Access YouTube Videos about Taos Pueblo and Acoma Pueblo to help students generate ideas. 
c. Have students start to brainstorm ideas of what is important to them and how their traditions make them 

stronger in their minds and spirit. Emphasize that our families and our community play a big part of who we 
are.  

d. Brainstorming format is at the discretion of the teacher.  
e. From brainstorming session, list the following categories on the board: home(community), traditions, and 

family.  This will help when they write their poem.  
f. Have students’ complete template (Handout #1). This may take support and teacher guidance. With second 

and third grade students this may be done whole group, with independent learners working on their own. 
Also note that complete phrases will be used in some areas.  

g. Have student create an illustration that reflects their poem. Have students share their poems and 
illustrations. 

Assessments 

See Attachment #1: Assessment Rubric. There is a column for “Other” which can be utilized by the teacher if 
additional performance tasks will be addressed.  

Modifications 

1. For non-readers provide a graphic organizer that uses pictures to define categories. Help students by 
encouraging them to draw or use a “text to talk” adaptive technology. 

2. Use a graphic organizer with categories already defined.  
3. Provide photographs of students’ community as a tool to generate ideas. 
Notes to Teacher 

Please be aware that each pueblo identity is unique and many Native students’ cultural identity is closely tied to 
that community. There are common traditional aspects that are often not shared publicly or spoken about. As 
noted in the previous lesson plan please be sensitive to the child who is reluctant to share traditional knowledge 
about his/her community.  

The word love is not to be taken in the context of romantic love. Love in this lesson plan is reflective of love for 
our traditions, land, and culture.  
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Handout #1:  Template adapted from, “I Am From…”  by George Ella Lyon    

NAME: ___________________ 

I AM FROM  
I am from______________________ (Name your community) 

from_____________and _________________ (two things that are in your 
community) 

I am from_________________________ (a tradition that is important to you) 

from_________________and__________________ (what does your tradition, 

feel like  ,sound like, or smell like.)   

 

I am from_______________________ (a detail about your home) 

From_____________and_______________ (family members) 

I am from ______________________ (how does your family make you feel) 

from______________and _____________ (what does your family, feel like, 
sound like, or look like)   

 

I am from______________________ (Name your community)  
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Attachment # 1: Assessment Rubric  

Student ________________ 

I Am From                                    

Performance  
Tasks  

Criteria    Possible Points 10     Total  

Voice  
Descriptive Language/ 
Knowledge of subject  
 
 

Voice 
Student voice is clearly 
stated and uses 
descriptive language to 
convey message.  

  

Presentation  Student was attentive to 
the audience and was 
able to convey message 
in a clear concise 
manner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

.   

Other  
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Lesson Plan Three 
Title: Sharing Our Knowledge 
Duration: Two- 30-minute Sessions 
Grade Level: 2nd-3rd 
 
Learning Objectives 
1. Students will write a personal narrative that is reflective of personal experiences. 

2. Students will write a personal narrative that highlights family, community, and traditional values. 

 
Prerequisite Skills 
1.  Familiar with writing complete sentences. 

2. Ability to write simple narratives  

 
Materials and Resources 
1.     Attachment #1: Images of families and community 
2.    Website: How Families Work Together: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxmjsNx-Sr4 
3.    Handout #1: Assessment for Second Grade  
4.    Handout #2: Assessment for Third Grade  
5.    Drawing paper 
6.    Crayons 
7.    Colored pencils 
8.    Pencil  
 
Guiding Questions 
1. How do communities and families work together? 

2. How do our traditions make us stronger and our families stronger? 

 
Core Values: Respect, Love and Wisdom  
 
Procedure 
1. Help students make connections to how they help their families and community every day. When helping 

our families and community it makes us stronger and helps us to value our traditions and culture. When 
presenting the concept of stronger, emphasize that this means stronger in mind, heart, and self. Stronger 
means how will it help me later in my life and when I am older. 

2. Use resources (Attachment #1 and YouTube website: How to Make Families Work Together) to generate 
dialogue about how they help their families and community. Ask: “How does this make me stronger?” Allow 
time for discussion and response. 

3. Ask students to illustrate how they help their families. It will generate word choices. 
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4. Have students write a personal narrative of their experiences and present to the class. 
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Attachment #1: Images of Family and Community 
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Attachment #1: Images of Family and Community 
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Handout #1: Assessment: Second Grade  
  
Writing a Personal Narrative Foundational Check list  
1 Beginning Steps       2 Developing         3 Proficient                  4 Advanced 
 
Student Name  
Date  
CCSS  Criteria  Notes  
ELA-
LITERACY.W.2.8  

Recall 
information 
from 
experiences 
 

1 2 3 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ELA-
LITERACY.W.2.3 
 

Write 
narratives in 
which they 
recount a well-
elaborated 
event or short 
sequence of 
events, include 
details to 
describe 
actions, 
thoughts, and 
feelings, use 
temporal words 
to signal event 
order, and 
provide a sense 
of closure. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

NMSS  
K-4 Benchmark 
II-E.2 

Describe how 
characteristics 
of culture affect 
behaviors and 
lifestyles. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Totals    
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Handout #2: Assessment: Third Grade  
 
Writing a Personal Narrative Foundational Check list  
1 Beginning Steps       2 Developing         3 Proficient                  4 Advanced  

Student Name: 
Date: 
CCSS  Criteria  Notes 
ELA-
LITERACY.W.3.3B  

Use dialogue and 
descriptions of actions, 
thoughts, and feelings 
to develop experiences 
and events. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

ELA-
LITERACY.W.3.8 
 

Recall information 
from experiences 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

NMSS  
K-4 Benchmark II-E.2 

Describe how 
characteristics of 
culture affect behaviors 
and lifestyles. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

  Total:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



24 

 

  

Culminating Unit Activities  
The focus of this unit was to create opportunities for children to share their voice, knowledge, and wisdom they 
hold about their families, community, and the world around them. It is through respect, love, and service that 
students can use this information for the culminating activities.   
 

Art -Shadow Box-Respect  
Have students create a shadow box that is reflective of their home, community, and themselves.  

 
Image taken from: https://rosemaryscreations.blogspot.com/2011/04/easter-diorama-for-magnolia-licious.html 

Family Presentation-Love 
Have student plan a family presentation in which they invite their family. Have students set up their  writing and shadow 
boxes for display. Have students present their work as a public speaking activity.  
 

Additional ideas:  
1. Have students create their own family invitations 

2. Provide local foods   

3. Feast Day Cookies Recipe  

http://nmhistoricsites.org/assets/files/jemez/Pueblo%20Sugar%20Cookies%20Recipe.pdf 
4. Biscochito Recipe  

file:///C:/Users/15757/Documents/Professional%20Dev.%20info/Biscochitos.pdf 
 
School/Community Presentation-Service  

1. Have students create invitations to other classes to listen to their poems. 

2. Have students compile their poems into a booklet complete with illustrations. 

3. Have students present copies of their booklets to parents, and elders of the community.  

 

 


